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FEEDBACK ON THE COP 17/CMP7 NEGOTIATIONS

Tuesday 29 November 2011


SESSIONS HELD ON 28 NOVEMBER 2011

Opening ceremony:
[image: http://www.iisd.ca/climate/cop17/pix/28nov/DSC_7823%20cop%20pres_s.jpg]


The Opening Ceremony was held on 28 November and the outgoing Mexican President of COP 16 gave view on Cancun and what still needs to be done in Durban to implement the Cancun agreements.  This was followed by an intervention from the Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC and a ceremonial hand-over from Mexico to South Africa of the COP presidency.

Speeches were also given by the Vice President of Angola on behalf of the Southern African development Community (SADC) and the President of Chad who spoke on behalf of the African Union.  These speakers focused on Adaptation and the impacts of climate change on Africa.

The President of the Republic of South Africa, Jacob Zuma, welcomed everyone to South Africa and committed to helping facilitate the process going forward.  He called on governments to “save tomorrow today”.


COP PLENARY

The Opening ceremony was followed by the COP plenary and after a number of logistical items, the issue of the acceptance of the agenda was delayed and parties agreed to work on a provisional agenda while consensus is being sought.  Agenda items were suggested by India, some of which were objected to by Singapore.

Opening statements were made by a number of groups including G77 and China, the umbrella group, the EU and AOSIS.  The BASIC countries made a statement which appears to be the first time they have collectively spoken.

Civil Society groups also made interventions, including Business and Industry (see below).

Thank you Madam Chair, distinguished delegates.  I am speaking on behalf of business and industry groups represented here.

Since the UNFCCC 13th COP meeting in 2007 in Bali, governments have worked to develop a post-2012 framework based on the Bali Action Plan (BAP).  Recognizing the complexity of the issues, we wish to acknowledge the progress that has been made in Copenhagen and Cancun, and just recently in Panama. We also recognize the remaining challenges.  

Throughout the world, businesses large and small are addressing climate change at local, national, and international levels, both as enterprises and through public-private partnerships. Many companies have already reduced emissions by making major changes in how they operate, and many have seized opportunities for new processes, products, and services that help reduce GHG emissions and take on adaptation as part of their long term planning and management. In doing so, business plays a key role in the development, dissemination and diffusion of new and existing technologies around the world.  

Business needs predictability and clear market signals. In Durban, the time has come to agree on a clear framework towards achieving an efficient, comprehensive and strong post‐2012 agreement.

It is vital for you to:
· Agree, as a minimum, a roadmap towards such an agreement
· Initiate the Green Climate Fund;
· Initiate mechanisms for the development and deployment of existing and innovative technology;
· Elaborate activities and governance for the Technology and REDD+ mechanisms and for adaptation;
· Establish a meaningful monitoring, reporting and verification regime
· Enhance the substantive participation of business and industry, particularly on technology and financing issues and institutions;

This will encourage business to:
· deliver further emissions reductions and adaptation solutions, as well as  promote green growth  and energy security,
· stimulate investment in and dissemination of existing efficient and low‐emitting technologies, 
· continue to invest in research and development of new technologies, provided that IPR is protected.

Thank you very much.


CMP

A number of opening statements were made, similar to those made in the COP plenary meeting.  There did not seem to be a spirit of compromise but there was consensus that Durban should not be the burial ground for Kyoto Protocol.

SABSTA

Opening statements were made and the meeting heard from 12 blocks.  They also received a briefing on the IPCC Special Report on Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation. 
All agenda items progressed, the main 3 being:
· Carbon Capture and Storage / CDM – all positive comments received
· Aviation and marine issues
· [bookmark: _GoBack]IPR (Africa Group) quite favourable but left as a possibility as an agenda item.

The business community had intervention, issue related to technology, CCS / CDM and assistance was offered in this area.

Chair, distinguished delegates.  Thank you for this opportunity to share our views.  On behalf of international business, we would first like to express our condolences over the passing of Mama Konaté from Mali and Chair of the SBSTA, and we would like to recognize and commend his leadership to this process over his many years of service.

We would like to commend efforts over this past year to advance several issues that are important to the business community, including: 

Advancement of the technology mechanism – through the first meeting of the Technology Executive Committee and ground work done to launch the Climate Technology Center & Network; 
Progress on the inclusion of materiality and carbon capture & storage modalities under the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM); and 
Efforts to widen the approach to address adaptation needs of countries, to include the private sector.

With regards to technology, the business community is eager to support efforts to launch the Climate Technology Center & Network in Durban, as we view this as a concrete channel through which the private sector can provide its expertise and solutions to help developing countries meet their energy, mitigation and adaptation needs.  We must also emphasize the need for strong protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) to enable the business community to invest more in research and development as well as use IPRs as an effective tool for technology transfers.

We support the continued efforts of the SBSTA to drive deployment of existing technologies that will deliver the emissions reductions needed by 2020, while encouraging research and development for the next generation.

We hope that the SBSTA will continue its work to adopt the methodologies and procedures under consideration during this session. The application of materiality to the verification process, as a first step, will enhance transparency, improve efficiency and contribute to the environmental integrity of the CDM.  The draft modalities and procedures for inclusion of CCS in the CDM are also important, and we must consider a portfolio of all technology solutions to provide cleaner, low-carbon energy.

Business has a role to play in the coordinated efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change, and we urge Parties to think about ways to harass the innovation, investment and expertise of the private sector to enhance adaptation efforts.  We support the standing up of the Adaptation Committee and look forward to working with that body. 

As you begin your work here in Durban, please consider how the private sector can enhance your work, and to help to identify faster, more efficient steps to reduce emissions, deliver clean energy and grow our economies. 

Thank you. 

SBI meeting:

The SBI meeting began and covered various procedural points to allow contact groups to begin work.

ADDITIONAL UP-COMING MEETINGS 

· ICC meetings with delegates - US will meet with business several times. Dates to be confirmed
· Briefing with the Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC at 15h00 on 30 November.  
· Briefing by the AWG LCA Chair is being scheduled. Any questions people may want to raise can be sent to ICC today.
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